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3 Oetober 1963

HGEEATDUM PORy  The Specisl Assistent Ffor Fations]l Seciaity Affeire

SEEWOT :  Eygghohov prd the Zoviet Luner

ihe Ihrughehay Statewent on £F October

1, The reports publisbed in the US gress on 27 Owtober stating thet
Ehrushchty has “vithirawn” from the "woom yoece” uot oaly 8tetorted the
tmmort of his sctusl rederks bub conveyed s milglseding lwpyession thet o
B jor change in Soviet lommr plans hmd recently taken place,

2. In Taply (0 & giestion that bad Goen submitied in sdvence as to
vhether & Soviet flight to the woon “is plammed for the not too distent
future,” Huushehev swid, I cannot et presont say vhen this wiil be done.”
He adfed Wt the USSR is not "st present planning” sach e operstien, but
indicated that Soviat sclentiete are working on the prodlem and that the
“necessary vescarch Is belng done.” Khrushehev noted that the Americans
“want to land & wen ob the woon Yy 1970" and wished them success. After
suying the Soviets would cbserve US eaperience, particularly how the
Americans contrive to "return howe,” Khrushobev tnfdiicated thet the 1S8R
d1d not want to eompete in "mending pecple o the moon without careful
pregarvation.” He contended that nn benefits would be derived from come
petition vhich might result in the "destruction of people.” I concleded
wiih a statewsnt thet “much work will have to be dome and good preperations
made for a successful £1ight to the moon by man.”

3. dhls Is not the firel time that Kuushohev ham voice? skepticisw
regarding the feaslbility of o macned Lumar landing. Khrushehev's resarks
o ¥3 Jotober besr s close ressedblance to views he hae expresesd over the
pact tvo years. In en loterviev with Cyrus Sulzberger in Septesber 1061,
e sald the UBER hed no Pluxed schedule an?? thet the probles wes mot landiog
w man on the moon but "getting him off agats.” Khruahohev told Sardrver
Cowles in April 1962 the? he could "not give eny date® for a mmuned lunar
Tilght and spoke of the “meny differest problems” snd grest cost involved
in this misston. Rwrushohev’s remaria lsst Friday alsc psrallel views
felideraicly given to Vestern sclentiste by Soviet selentific officials
cariier this year. These views allege? thet Soviet scieutiste, at least
Tor the Lise belng, regord maaned luner wisslons as unfessible.
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L, “he similerity betwsen Khrusheohev's ressrks to Dulsberger and 3
Tuwies and his statoments last Fridsy casts doubt on the sssumpiion that :
the Soviet lesders have tabeo some usjior ﬁmuim in recent wehs sffect. j

p |
|

ing the scope or pace of their lunar prograft. In these interviews,

“hrushoov Indicsied that Soviet mm*zm were workiong In thie fleld

sl that they were oacountering sany prodlems,. In effect, he abttespied
mf,,mamthﬁwmmmtmgwmmmtamm&namw@
highepriority progras along the limws, Tor emssple, of Project dpolls. i

Fobitionl hime

e Lives all the quesltlons snswered by Rurueslehev o his press cone

ferone: weye svbaitted {n sdvance, 1t most be assumed that ha had soome
%ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ‘iﬁ W v wind in compentiog on ihe &w&et lunsr program at this
Lims, Igternally, the Soviet consumer's current situvstion and prospects
o gw, and Koreshebev smy have wishad to reesstre the populstion that
larae moss were ool Detog spent on non-productive projecis. Urternelly,
one ¢ Mhroshehev's mein obhjectives in agreeing to the teet ban tremty
and encouresziog 2 detende atwossghere in Epst-lest relations i to roturd
mamaftmwwwmmnmm, thereby yalteving some of
ihe presmures ou Soviet ressurces., Agatnst this backpround of general
doviet poliey, v would imterpret Doranshobev's dslibemte effort {0 down-
iz the wrpoucy of o wenned lumar landing as being slned ot influencing
¥ Congresslionsl and poblic opinion on the guestion of the expondilires
418 pece of the B lmm Dovushelwy glee is meking 1t clear thet
the Soviet Undon is wnwilling $o allow the Usibed ftetes to set the terws
o compatition tn space,

ntific apft Technionl Factors

e dhe (BLE has been ensrgeticelly pursulng o spsce program whick
ineiwdes lumsr ewnloretion. However, lanhek capubilities still depend on
the only laege boost vehicle so fax doveloped in the UBER, This booster
tn oot posmrfal euough for semned lunse lsndineg wisstens, mnor cen it
sopve as a ballding block for such wissions.

[ | _ ] — 25X1
cootter 14 i3t be sultable for a mnmed luar lendtng, [ ' 25X1

25X1

e At vhe same tlme, Soviet offorts to carry oot the wwmanned speoo
ﬁ”*&ﬁmimi% vhich could reiste to a wenmed luner lawding conbtioue,
dagntte repested Iailures.
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“hroeiwhey and other Soviset offfotsie have often sypressed omelrD
ﬁmmmmmm@mgammme in
racunt yesye Govlet ﬁﬁ%&ry aud space expenditures heve placed o beavy
Warden on the scoooRy. Mooeover, thase mem have grown at o e
sidorebly feoter poos WMW»amzm The lsgpect bes slas
Ema m in teras of emﬁtm m* hiah wﬂm WRIDOUGF ond meterials,
thorgh: avoe costly wilitary prograns approsching completion,
p@mwﬁz o & hlgh-pricrity maoned z.mr mm m:wm would sprrevabs and
proloug the presest paried of sevious ceopemic stTain in the Uplil, Uniees
the Soviete hnve mede greater tRodmicsl prugress toeard g mamwd zmar
mm mm iiad poresive, we baliew that presvot econogic etringsw
ssidereble srgoeent agatret sttempiing to frmpete with the ﬁ?

1%, e think tmt the primay intent of ruwshehev's elatewnt e
o shange the focue of the spece rase., Present evifence, while Tfar Trom
conalusive, sugeeste that the 1BER um%mmwmgmm
the woon in sdvance of the Apollo progresi. IT this 1s s8, then Rorushebe
iz trying to aiscount this American schisvenent ﬁaa&m and perhaps
dslay 1t ap well, vhile inteeding to mm moviet mﬁﬁ@ with & serics
of ssrlier, less expousive bubt stiil gpectsoular projects, such ep the
avbitine of s mnomed space stailon and a mﬁ elroumianey Tlight.
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